Minutes:
Annual General Meeting 2015/2016

At the Annual General Meeting of Llanfihangel Aberbythych Community Council held on Tuesday 26 May 2015 at 7pm at:




Gelli Aur Church Hall 

PRESENT
Cllrs.
B Griffiths, JM Thomas, GA Stephens



 
T Jukes, PM Clacy, AO James & D Evans 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Cllr Cefin Campbell sent an apology for his absence.

APOLOGIES






Cllrs. KW Griffiths & MG Williams

CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS

AGM 01.15

The outgoing Chairman Cllr B Griffiths welcomed everybody to the meeting and thanked all members for their support during her year of office.  

MINUTES

AGM 02.15

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Llanfihangel Aberbythych Community Council held on 27th May 2014 at Carmel Hall, had been approved and signed by the Chairman as being a true and correct record on 30th June 2014.  They were present for members to inspect if they wished to do so.

ANNUAL REPORT YEAR 2014/2015

AGM 03.15


The Clerk presented the following Annual Report to the Council:-


Members and Clerk

There has been no change in Community Councillors.  In January 2015 the Clerk started her 13th year of office.


Meetings

· Cllr T Jukes has attended several By Pass Forum meetings and has reported back to the Community Council.

· Cllr WK Griffiths attended a Planning Seminar arranged by Carmarthenshire County Council and reported back to the community council on the day's proceedings.  

 
      The following planning presentations were given by planning officers:

-
An update on the planning bill currently going through Welsh Government

-
Local Development Plan Policies (LDP)

-
Community Infrastructure Levy

-
Development Management

-
Biodiversity

-
Planning Enforcement

County Councillor Cefin Campbell has met with various County Council Officials to discuss issues of concern during the year.  Cllr Campbell then reports back to the Community Council meetings on issues raised and discussed.

The council also held its AGM together with 11 ordinary general meetings.  

Police

PCSO Roger Anthony our Community Support Officer attends many of our monthly meetings.  At the meeting he gives an update on the level of crime/incidence in our area.  This provides an useful opportunity to discuss matters of specific concern with members.  PCSO Louise Lewis has also attended a few meeting in officer Anthony's absence.  Councillors find the officers at all time co-operative and helpful in their approach.

County Council

County Councillor Cefin Campbell has completed his third year of office and has attended the majority of the community council meetings.  He works vigorously on behalf of his constituency, to ensure that matters raised with County Officers and various officials are dealt with promptly, and that Community Councillors are kept up to date with matters where applicable. 

Planning

Planning applications are now sent to the Clerk electronically.  Any comments made are forwarded to the planning department.

The following planning applications were discussed during the year:

-
12 full planning applications

· 2 outline planning

· 14 planning granted

· 4 planning refused

·       1 planning withdrawn

· 1 Welsh Assembly Planning Appeal

· 2 Certificate of lawfulness

· 6 Listed Building planning applications

Finance

The council kept within budget in the current year, enabling it to provide financial

assistance of £2,145 to local organisations (under S137 & LGA 1972 (as amended) Act, and retain a

fund balance of £530 to be c/fwd.  The precept was kept at £17,000 for the next financial year of

2015/2016.

Internal Audit

After many years auditing the community council accounts Mr Chris Horne decided to retire.  It

was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed the Mr Omri Davies would take over as internal

auditor for the coming year.

External Audit

BDO Stoy Hayward completed our external audit for year 2013/2014.


Town & Community Website 

In May 2015 a schedule is coming into force on Section 55-57 of the Local Government Democracy (Wales) Act 2013, which will require all town and community councils to publish their agenda's and minutes on-line.

One Voice Wales through its partnership with Vision ICT Ltd, was able to offer member councils of One Voice Wales an internet package complete with one year of substantial support measures in place for £500.

A grant of £500 was received from the Welsh Government & Carmarthenshire County Council to help us develop the website and enable the community council to publish information on and be contactable through the internet.

Llanfihangel Aberbythych Community Council went live in May 2015 and its domain name is

llanfihangelaberbythych.org.uk and the clerks's email address is clerk@llanfihangelaberbythych.org.uk
The Welsh version will hopefully be completed shortly.

Summary

It has been a year in which the Clerk and Members have worked well together.  It is hoped that the coming year will unable the Council to succeed and help the community in every aspect of rural life.



AGM 1/15

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that the Annual Report for the year 2014/2015 be accepted.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS


AGM 04.15

The Chairman called for nominations for the Office of Chairman for the ensuing year.  



AGM 2/15

It was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously that the present Vice Chairman, Cllr JH Roberts be Chairman for the year 2015/2016.  Due to Cllr Roberts being absent the Clerk will contact her to see if she is happy to take to the chair.

The retiring Chairman Cllr B Griffiths will present the badge of office to the new chairman at the next meeting.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN



AGM 3/15



The Chairman called for nominations for the Office of Vice-Chairman for 


the ensuing year 2015/2016. 



Due to a few members being absent it was decided to postpone the election of vice-

Chairman until the next meeting.  This will be decided at the commencement of our 

June meeting.

DELEGATES TO CONFERENCES


AGM 05.15

It was agreed that Delegates to Conferences shall be the Chairman and/or Vice Chairman and the Clerk.  And any other Councillor, if meeting is of particular interest to them.

CHAIRMAN’S EXPENSES


AGM 06.15



AGM 4/15

It was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously that Chairman’s expenses should remain at £150.00 and that expenses incurred above this level shall be reimbursed by voting an approved sum determined by the Council’s approval of expenditure so claimed.

CLERK’S REMUNERATION


AGM 07.15



National salary increase for Clerks, was agreed between NALC and SLCC and commenced from 1 January 2015.  Clerk is know on Scale 25.



It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that clerks telephone and broadband expenses would be increased by 33%.  



AGM 5/15



It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that these would be applied immediately. 

RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER


AGM 08.15



AGM 6/15

It was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously that the Clerk be re-appointed as the Responsible Financial Officer for the year 2015/2016.

VOTE OF THANKS TO RETIRING CHARIMAN


AGM 09.15

The new chairman will present a vote of thanks to the outgoing chairman 

Cllr B Griffiths at the next meeting.

