At the Ordinary General Meeting of Llanfihangel Aberbythych Community Council held on Monday 30 March 2015 at 7pm at

 Gelli Aur Church Hall 

PRESENT
Cllr.
B Griffiths
(Chairman)  

 

Cllrs.   GA Stephens, T Jukes, J Walters




JM Thomas, KW Griffiths & AO James



E Bowen

Clerk to Council

COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Cllr.  Cefin Campbell 

APOLOGIES
 FOR ABSENCE

01.10.14
 Cllr
MG Williams

CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS

02.10.14

The Chairman welcomed everybody to the meeting and thanked members for attending.

DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTERESTS

03.10.14

At agenda item 14 re: Financial Assistance discussion, the following members declared an interest and withdrew from any discussion:

Carmel & District Welfare Club – Cllrs JM Thomas &  Cllr J Walters.

Golden Grove Church Hall Committee – Cllr B Griffiths

POLICING MATTER

04.10.14 

PSCO Roger Anthony attended the meeting and apologised for not being able to attend a few previous meetings.  He gave the following report:

The police were called to an incident when a mental health patient walked into a house in Carmel.  Following and investigation the situation was resolved.,

· Two accidents occurred on the Crosshands to Carmel road recently, one being an 
accident caused by driver error as they approached the new speed hump to the south of Carmel.  Cllr Campbell has had several complaints regarding the new signage.  The temporary warning signs erected by CCC on the roadside have all fallen over owing to the bad weather.  The Clerk to contact CCC Highways Department to request they put temporary signs further back to warn motorist of the newly installation speed hump so hopefully motorist will take note and reduce their speed before approaching the speed hump.

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 23 FEBRUARY, 2015.

05.10.14

The minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting of Llanfihangel Aberbythych Community Council held on 23 February 2015 were distributed prior to the meeting.  It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed, that they were a true and correct record and should be signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

06.10.14
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-
E.mail from Becca Killa Wildlife Trust Carmarthenshire informing the Community Council that she has contacted the contractor who had taken down the fence along the side of the pavement on the A476 out of Carmel requesting him to replace the fence.  This will be partly funded by the contractor and Wildlife Trust.

Page 2

-
The speed hump at Carmel has now been finally installed.  There are some safety issues as far as motorist not taking note of signs informing them of new installation, but Councillors are happy that speed has already been reduced coming into Carmel.
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-
Cllr Campbell is meeting with Mr John McEvoy to discuss further the 2 college signs installed at Golden Grove crossroads, which cause concern to motorist.  One sign has already been reduced.
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-
Mr Booth of Gelli Aur sent an e-mail in response, to Clerk's e.mail, informing the council that he is fully aware that only items on the agenda can be discussed on the evening of monthly meetings.  Mr Booth also explained that his holding is registered with the Welsh Government under the name of East Side  Road, Golden Grove, Llandybie and that the holding is no longer part of Penrhiw fields/Farm.  The farm machinery on his holding is required for his own personal use to maintain his holding.
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-
Letter from Laura Dagless Minerals & Waste Monitoring Officer explaining that she had attended a site visit to inspect the state of road and pavement outside Alltygarn Quarry.  

“There was no evidence of mud on the road and photographs were taken to evidence this. Given that there was no evidence of mud on this occasion I advised the staff on site to ensure that the wheel bath is used when all lorries exit the site in to the highway. Also to keep an eye in the road and that a sweeper will need to be used if the issue arises again. 

The site is regularly monitored and there are specific planning conditions which relate to the issues raised above. I have not had to remind the operator of such issues in the past but given the recent poor weather and the ongoing development close to the site I can see how it may have become an issue more recently therefore the conditions I shall be more vigilant of given this recent complaint are as follows- 


Planning condition 19 which states that efficient means of cleaning the wheels of all vehicles is required before leaving the site in order to prevent the deposition of extraneous material on the public highway and Planning condition 21 which states that the access track shall be kept clean at all times so that no deleterious material is carried on to the public highway.


Planning condition 37 which states that all vehicles leaving the site carrying quarried products shall be sheeted or totally enclosed in order to minimise dust. (This does not apply to vehicles carrying single sized stone above 75mm and washed or sea wall stone, or to hand selected stone). 

These are the conditions which the Local Planning Authority will be able to enforce during the monitoring visits”.
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-
Clerk informed by member that the road sweeper had not been out to clear the A476 of litter as promised by CCC Highways Department in an e-mail to Clerk and the tree over hanging on Heol y Lord had not been removed.  Again CCC had informed Clerk that this would be actioned.  Clerk to contact Highways to inform them that neither these two complaints had been actioned.
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- CCC Enforcement Officer e-mailed Clerk with information having conducted a site visit at Lexington Court, Milo – see 09.10.15 re enforcement letter.

COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS 

07.10.14

Cllr Campbell gave the following short report:


- Cllr Campbell followed up on the report on the CCC full council meeting he attended to discuss the budget for the next 3 years.  Cuts of £45m has to be made within the next 3 years.  There is a significant amount of reserve funds available under others of £18m, which was not earmarked for anything specific.  Plaid Cymru Group tried to propose that some of these reserves around 5% should be used to help the people of Carmarthenshire but, to no avail.  Cllr Campbell will keep us informed of any further developments.

CORRESPONDENCE

08.10.14

A.
Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales – Annual Report for 2015/2016 has now 
been published and can be accessed through 
website.

B.
Devolution, Democracy and Delivery White Paper – Reforming Local Government: 
Power to Local People – has been published by the Welsh Government on 3 February 
2015.  Any responses can be forwarded.

C.
CCC Chief Executive Department - £500 received for Town and Community Council 
Website Development Grant.

D.
CCC Assistance Chief Executive Wendy Walters – see letter re CCTV.

E.
Adopt a Kiosk for as little as a £1 

F.
Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.

G.
SLCC – The Clerk magazine.

H.
Play for Wales magazine.

I.
C.FF.I/Y.F.C – Inviting Chairman of Community Council to the YFC Rally on Saturday 
2 
May – 2 tickets enclosed.

J.
Y Lloffwr – Welsh magazine published monthly in Dinefwr area asking for financial 
funding.  Table.

K.
Carmarthenshire Local Access Forum New Term – In January 2015 the Dyfed Powys 
Police & Crime Commissioner decided to withdraw funding for CCTV service in 
L.
One Voice Wales/Un Llais Cymru – Membership renewal due £157.  New website been 
installed by One Voice Wales.  Clerk to renew subscription for new financial year 
2015/2016, therefore payment will be made in April.

M.
CCC is consulting on the following subjects:

· Changes to library services in Llandeilo

· The possible introduction of Public Spaces Protection Orders

· Developing the Affordable Housing Plan: Your Homes, Your Future – Getting it right together.

PLANNING

09.10.14


PLANNING APPLICATION




E/31583
General external works to fields at land at part of Gorswen, 




Maesybont, Llanelli for Gary Davies

No objection.




E/21724
Detached dwelling at land adjacent to Broceirw, Golden 




Grove for Ms Kimberly Maria Jones.

No objection.


LISTED BUILDING PLANNING APPLICATION




E/31636
Repair & Refurbishment of existing single glazed metal 




framed windows at Awel Aur, Golden Grove for Dr  & Mrs 




Jonathan Lewis.



No comment.


OUTLINE PLANNING




E/31725
One Residential Property at land at the rear of 1 Castle 




Villas, Llandeilo Road, Gorslas for 






Mr & Mrs Donovan-Bowen.


No objection.




E/ENF/07042
 no-compliance with condition no 6 of planning permission 




 ref: E/20921 at Lexington Court, Milo.  Clerk commented 




as follows. Without any technical knowledge of the code 





referred to we are unable to comment on this 






application.  Cllr Campbell explained that the applicant has 




applied for ground source heat pump facility to generate 





electricity.




ENFORCEMENT LETTER received from CCC Enforcement Officer.


A site visit took place at Lexington Court to investigate concern by the Community Council regarding state of property/numerous cars etc. 

“The “materials” located at the rear of the site are not “materials” per se, they are predominantly components associated with the marquee business run from the site. It was however established that the area they are using does not have permission as it was outside of planning approval E/20921, as such we have advised that they submit a retrospective application within 21 days to remedy the breach. 

I am unsure as to the nature of the query with regards to the parking of vehicles on the site as 4 stationary vehicles have been removed off site and disposed of, perhaps the complainant was referring to these movements. Vehicle movements are allowed on and off site given that the marquees are transported to and from the site on a regular basis, this does not contravene any planning legislation. An inspection of the site did not establish any untoward activities occurring as alleged”.

PAYMENT & ACCOUNT

10.10.14

Payments for month of March £3,063.30
                                                                                                                                           


Cashbook balance on 30 March 2015                                                                               
Current Account

                0.30                                                                              
Business Saver A/C

            500.00
                                                                     
Clerks Gratuity Account
          1828.36

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that the statement of accounts is accepted.


DISCUSS COMMUNITY COUNCIL WEBSITE                                                                   11.10.15                                                                                                                                           Clerk informed Councillors that she had been collating data to send over to Vision ICT for setting up the Community Council website during the month of March and the company had sent a link for the Clerk to see how they were progressing.  Clerk will submit more information during the next few weeks so that we can go live shortly.

It was unanimously agreed that we would request Vision ICT to create a landscape of collage from multiple images for the initial entry into the website and Cllr Jukes would forward Clerk some photographs of the area for that purpose.  Clerk informed members that all images should be at least 1000px by 200px and that all photo must be landscape.

PLANNING SEMINAR REPORT                                                                                               12.10.15                                                                                                                                                  Cllr K. Griffiths reported that the Planning Seminar arranged by the County Council Planning Department was well attended and  was very informative, covering important developments in planning policies and procedures. The day's proceedings consisted of a number of high quality officer presentations, covering the following topics:

1. An update on the Planning Bill currently going through Welsh Government (by Eifion Bowen,Head of Planning)  

2. Local Development Plan Policies ( by Ian Llewelyn, Forward Planning Officer, and Owain Enoch,forward Planning Officer)

3. Community Infrastructure Levy ( by Rachel Bowen, Contributions Officer)

4. Development Management ( by Julian Edwards, Development Management Manager)

5. Biodiversity (by Isabel Macho)

6. Planning Enforcement ( by Eifion Bowen Head of Planning)

A copy of the presentations was made available for circulation amongst councillors

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE                                                                                                13.10.15                                                                                                                                                        It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that the following cemeteries were given £100 each towards the cost of upkeep for the financial year of 2014/2015.

Capel Carmel                                                                                                                                  Capel Milo                                                                                                                                        Capel Cefnberrach                                                                                                                                St Mary's Church, Carmel








                St Michael's Church, Gelli Aur

Total: £500.00

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL ORGANISATIONS                                                 14.10.15










       The following applications were received and considered for funding in 2014/2015 financial year.  It was resolved that in pursuance of the power conferred by S137 & LGA 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the requirements of that section, the Council unanimously approved the following payments:

Carmel & District Welfare Club

£800.00 
                                                                    Golden Grove Church Hall Committee
£450.00
                                                   Maesybont PTA



£200.00
                                                          Capel Carmel 




£400.00 (maintenance to cemetery steps)       Nantygroes WI (Centenary year)

£100.00
                                                          Urdd Gobaith Cymru 2015 Eisteddfod
£  50.00                                                                    Y.F.C. Carmarthenshire


£  50.00
                                                                Y Lloffwr (Welsh local magazine)

£  45.00
                                                       Sioned Thompson       


£  50.00    (doing voluntary work in Tanzania over the summer)                                            Total £2,145.00

APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR     




             15.10.15










     Clerk received a letter from Mr Chris Horne who has completed the internal audit for the Community Council for a number of years, expressing that he no long wishes to continue auditing the community council accounts.  In his letter Mr Horne thanked the community council for their support over the years and wish the council well for the future.  Clerk to send a letter of thanks to Mr Horne.

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that Clerk should ask Mr Omri Davies a past Councillor to take over the work as internal auditor for the coming year.  Clerk will contact Mr Davies.

QUESTIONS









                 16.10.15

JW
None









                           JT
None










              CC
None










               TS
None










               AJ
None










             KG
The pavement has been completed near Temple Bar but one of the bollards have already 
been knocked down.  Clerk to contact Mr Malcolm Davies at Highways department.   TJ
It seems that the piece of land in the middle of the village where the bench was situated 
opposite the entrance into the park has been taken over by Awel Aur.  Application on 
Change of use of agricultural land to form an extended residential curtilage/garden to 
serve the property known as Awel Aur was granted on 14 October.  However, this 
permission was granted on an amended boundary, which was a material change to the 
original application.  Do we know who owns this land?  Clerk to contact officer Hywel 
Humphreys at the Estates Department of CCC asking the following questions.

· When was this amendment to the site plan for E/30347 communicated to the Clerk and to Cllr Campbell?

· Did Dr Lewis, owner of Awel Aur, purchase the title to this land (grass verge) and if so from whom?

· Was the ownership of this land (grass verge) transferred to Dr Lewis by CCC?

· Why as a new amended planning application not issued showing this part of the verge was now considered to be part of the property of Awel Aur, and reasons for this material change?

· Who now holds the title to this area of transferred verge and is it registered with the land resistry?


The transfer of this parcel of land has materially changed the road junction and the view 
down the hill is now difficult without encroaching on the junction i.e. pulling across the 
stop 
markings.  When the hedge matures and thickens that visibility down the hill from the 
junction will further restricted thus increasing the traffic hazard.

BG
The installation of the new priest Siân Eira Jones will take place at Llangathen Church on 
30 April.  A member of the Community Council is invited to offer a word of welcome.  
  
Cllr B Griffiths was proposed seconded and it was unanimously agreed to ask                     
Cllr Griffiths  to carry out this duty on behalf of the Community Council.  Councillor B 
Griffiths agreed to represent the Community Council at this installation.

